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CLERGY, 


Men, Brethren, and Fathers 3 


I NP uh, Preſume with all Humility, to 
L er this ſmall Diſcourſe, ra- 
DE 5 D-7 ther to You, than to any other 
Wh \W) oy @ Patrons ; becauſe being levell'd 
KIN Wh 4gainft the Church of Rome, 
the implacable and mortal Enemy 
of the Proteſtant Religion, it is a Service to You 
in the firſt place ; and therefore has an immediate 
right to Jour Acceptance and Encouragement, The 


Proteſtant Cauſe againſt Popery, # a very 
Good 
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Good One in it ſelf ; but beſides, You have ſo ma- 

ny, and ſo flrong Engagements to it, that when- 

ever a Defence f it #5 recommended to Jour Patro- 

nage, it comes to its Own, and-therefore I hope 

will be received by You. It u a great part of the- 

Dottrine of the (hurch of England, to ſay, that 

we are not Papilts ; and very many of the thirty 

nine Articles are wholly ſpent in condemning and 

renouncing (a) the Arrogant and Impious Do- 

6) Artic.22. &trines ; (b) The fond, and vain, and un- 

-) Artic.31. warrantable Inventions ; (c.) The blaſphe- 
mous Fables, and dangerous Deceits of that 
Falſe Religion. T have endeavoured to juſtify that 
Dottrine of our ( burch, by giving ſome further 
Reaſons, why we are not Papilts ; and by ſhew- © 
ing, that we can never be made Papiſts, but by 
putting out the Eyes of the Nation, 

My Deſign both in the preaching this Sermon 

heretofore, and in publiſhing it now, was partly, 
to prevent, as- far as in me lay, the Ruine and 
Deſtruttion of thoſe many millions of Souls which 
are now your ( harge ; and will certainly periſh, | 
if ever they come under the- (ondutt' of the blind | 
Romiſh'Guides : And partly, to free my ſelf from 
the Blood" of 'our miſerable Poſterity, which will 
undoubtedly be required-of this Generation, if Po- 
pery return again in our Days, after it has been.. 
ſo long cait-out. 


Popery 


ſh 
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Popery # the wor#t Religion, or pretended Re- 
ligion,in-the whole World ; for ſhe puts out the Un- 
Eliadags of thoſe of her own Communion, and 
tears out the Hearts of all others : whom ſhe can- 
not deceive, ſhe will deſtroy. Upon which account 
ſhe is the Common Enemy of Mankind, and of us 
in particular, whom ſhe has threatned with utter 
Extirpation, and has given it us under the Hand 

ber Secretary Coleman, Now I can as ſoon 
believe Tranſubſtantiation to be true, as believe 
that we are bound to encourage and aſſiit ber in- 
tended (ruelty againſt us, by meeting it half-way, 
and by vyowing our ſelves Sacrifices to it. On the 
other hand ; Unleſs we uſe our beit Endeavours, 
both againit Popery, and all thoſe treacherous In- 
lets which make a way for it, we do but mock 
God when we pray againit it ; and particularly, 
when we ſay that excellent Prayer againit the 
Popes of Rome, which our own Church bas put 
into our Mouths. 

The Lo2d of Heaven and Earth Log 
defend us from their Tyzanny and $rmon for 
P2ide, that they never enter into his Why, 
Uineyard again, to the diſturbance *:25* 
of his filly poo Flock : but that they 
may be utterly confounded and put fo 


flight 


— 
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flight in all Parts of the Wozld: and 
he of his great Percy ſo Work in all 
Mens Hearts, by the mighty Power 
of the Holy'Gholt, that the comfo2- 
table Goſpel of his Son CHRIST 
may be truly pzeached, truly recet- 


ved, and truly followed im all places, 


to the beating down of Sin, Death. 
the Pope, the Devil,and aitthe King: 
dom of Antich2ift, that like [ſcattered 
and diſperſed Sheep, being at length 
gathered info one Fold, we may itt 
the end reſt altogether in the Boſon 
of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob,” there to 
be partakers of Eternal and Ever- 
laſting Life, thzough the Merits 
and Death of Jeſus Chziſt our Da- 
vionr, Amen. 72 2 
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-S. Hat. 15. latter part of the 14th Verfe. 


——- And if the Blind lead the 
Blind, they ſhall both of them 
fall into the Ditch. | 


ERR Hecle words are ſpoken of the 
WET Ccribes and Phariſees, as appears 
Da plainly by the Context ; who 
= though they were perverlly and 

= ſtupidly ignorant, yet under- 
cook to be the only Guides and Inſtructors of 
the People : And they again were (o ſimple 
and nd as to put themſelves. under 
heir Conduct and Diredtion. 

And now, what good can come of "> 
ſenſleſs Doings > Our Saviour here tells us 
whart the Effect of it will be, They ſhall both 
of them fall into the Ditch, and ingult chem- 
felves together . in Perdition. And this 


is ſo certain, that in anather place, the 6th 
of 


SE 
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of St. Luke, verſ. 39. He appeals to the 
common fenſe of Mankind; whether his 
be not likely to prove the laſt iſlue of ſuch a 
courſe ; He would fain know how it can be 
otherwile; Can the Blind lead the Blind ? ſhall 
they not both fall into the Ditch ? 


—C— CCC 


_.. In handlingthele words;l ſhall conſider , 


|. Why our Saviour calls theſe Scribes'and 
Phariſees, blind Guides. 


I. Why he calls the People, their Fol- 
lowers, blind. | 


II. The Danger of both Parties engaged 
in this ſenſleſs Courle. | 


I. Why our Saviour calls the Scribes and 
Phariſees, blind Guides. 


And the Reaſons of it may be referr'd 
ro theſe two Heads. 


1. Becauſe their DoQrines were contrary 
to Reaſon and common Senſe. 
And 
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And therefore he often calls them 
Foo and Blind, 
2. Becauſethey were contrary to the Ho- 
| ly Scriptures. They made void the 
Commandments of God through their 
Traditions. 


1.Becauſe their DoArines were contrary to 
Reaſon and common Senſe. What wiſe Hea- 
then would not have ſcorn'd that jdle Con- 
ceit, that waſhen Hands could contribate to a 
Man's inward SanCtity 2 And yet this was the 
ſtanding Tradition of the Elders, that none 
muſt eat with unwaſhen Hands ; that fo the 
Hands might not defile-the Meat, nor the 
Meat the Man, And they were lo carefnl 
to have this Praftice duly oblery'd, that 
they came on purpoſe to-our Saviour,to com- 
plain of his Diſciples for their ſcandalous 
neglect in this Point, and to challenge him 
for ſuffering themin it: As you have a full 
account of it inthe beginning of this Chap- 
ter.; together wich -our Saviour's ſenſe of 
this out-ſide and ſuperficial Religion, which 
is ſo far from the Heart, And upon this oc- 


calion it is, he here-calls them blmd. | 
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Another Inſtance of this, was, their ſen(. 
leſs diſtintions about the Obligation of 
Oaths, St. Matth. 23. 16,17. Wo unto You, 
ye blind Guides, which ſay, Whoſoever ſhall ſwear 
by the Temple, it s nothing ; but whoſoever ſhall 
ſwear by the Gold of the Temple, be is a Debtor , 
i. e. bound to take care of his Oath, and 
make it good. te Fools, and blind ; for whe- 
ther us greater, the Gold, or the Temple which 
ſandtifies the Gold? Theſe were profound 
Caſluiſts indeed, to determine ſo awkardly 
and abſurdly, and quite the wrong way, in 
Subcilties of their own making. 


2. Becauſe their DoErines were contra- 
ry to the Holy Scriptures, they made void the 
Commandments of God, through their Traditions. 
Our Saviour ſhews us how they tranſgreſs'd 
che Fifth Commandment, and made ic of 
none effect through their Tradition, in the 
4th Verle of this Chapter. - And lo he ſhews 
in other places, how they had evaded and 
eluded the ocher Commandments, by their 
falſe Glofles and Interpretations. They 
taught Men how to ſupplant Juſtice and 
Honelty,. by pretences of Piety; and to 


break 
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break the "Tables of the Law one againſt 
another. "They were very punctual un lic- 
tle Obſervances, about paying Tythe :of 
Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin, which it is've- 
ry diſputable whether God did command 
or no; butin the mean time, made no Con- 
ſcience of the more weighty and ſubſtantial 
things of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, and 
Faithfulneſls. Which makes our Saviour 
call them again, blind Guides, which ſtrain at a 
Gnat, and: ſwallow a (mel. St. 'Matth, 23. 
yerl. 24. ; 


Il. And yet, in, the: ſecond' place, thele 
blind Guides were taken for no lels than ; 1x 
fallible, by their blind. and ignorant Fol- 
lowers. For they had ſwallowed down all 
their falſe and. ablurd' Do&rines, without 
any ſcruple or examination : Inſomuch that 
It was a great part of our Saviour's Buſineſs, 
both in Pis Sermon upon the Mount, and 
elſewhere, to undeceive them in thele Mat- 
ters. T he. People had captivated their Un- 
derſtandings and Belief to the Dictates of 
theſe Men, to ſuch a degree, that it was 
laid down as a Rule amongſt them, That. if 

| 4 
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> Beebai. a Scribe faid, their right Had was their Left, 


they were bound to believe him. The Scribes 
andPharilees, it ſeems, had gain'd fach'an 
abſolure Empire and Dominion over the 
Minds of the People, that they thought ir 
their Dury, racher to diftruſt their own Senſe 
ard Reſon,” than what their Teachers deli- 
vered,” though it'were never {o apparently 
falſe, | * 


' Whathas been {aid concerning theſe Jews, 
with whom we are lels concerned, is-enough 
to put you in mind of certain Prieſts and 
People in the World, who exatly agree 
with this Character, ' and/{eem ro inherir the 
—— and Temper'of theſe Men. And 
to be plain, it is in, the Romiſh Religion 
where-this odd Scent has been'agd vyer A- 
pain, -a6d the Blind bdveRd the Blind for 
leveral Ages together; "The blind 'Guides 
of that Church, have affronted the Reaſon 
of Mankind, -and voided "the" Holy Scrip- 
tures tnore eftetually, than ever the Scribes 
and Phariſees did ; and all their Dictates 
have been followed with as blind an Obedi- 
ence by the People. 2 nbd . 
; Firſt, 


. 
: 


at Guildhall-Chappel. 4 
J partners not { 2: hnimg gmot aged 0 ces; 
| Firſt; T hew.Dodtrines and Traditions, 23 

the: Phatiſees were, -are contrary-to Reaſon, 
and the commonSeric of Mankind. Prayer 
in an #uknown Tongae;” is. certainlpa moſt un- 
rexſonable and contradiftious thing, ' It is 
making their Requeſts known uato God, for 
that is the Engliſh of Prayer, when they do 
not know them themſelves... It is the ' perfor- 
mance of a reaſonable Ac, without the help. 
of the Underſtanding. Ina word, Iris the 
trueft Sacrifice of Fools. Wow, - this'is 1m- 
poled-upon the generality of Chriſtians, as. 
C'. Perronne tell us, for Uniformity-ſake, thar 
the Maſs may be- ſaid alike in all places; 
That Latin may be keptupin the World, to z,,y, ;, 
prevent the ill ſounding of old and obſolete X. james. . 
words in vulgar Tongues ; and for ſuch» 
like Reaſons, which are as vain and ridicu- 
| lous, asthe practice which they are broughe 

The:Do&trine of Meric and Supererros 

i0n, is a falſe and inſolent Doctrine at 
the feſt fight: whereby they teach, that 
our great Creator may be/purt into Debt, and 
- owevaſt Arrears to. one of his own Crea- 

vl cures : 


: 
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tures: That ſome particular Mea may have 
neſs enough; and to ſpare; 'and may 

elp out others with that overplus. And up- 
on the Stock of -thele Merits, :is raiſed the 
Fund of: Roman Indulgences ; whereby the 
Pope does make large Abatements of the 
Number of Men's Sins; .and whereas they 
owe for Hundreds or. Thouſands, can, with 
the: unjuſt Steward, bid them ſat down and 
write Fourſcore. 
| It would be endleſs. to rip up the Abſur- 
dities of a Purgatory Fire, which isto refine 
Men's Souls, Soxls, I fay, for it is plain that 
their Bodies are then lying in the Grave. Of 
Auricular Confeſſion, where a Man unlades 


. - himſelf of all his Sins, by whiſpering them 
Into the Prielt's Ear. Of praying to Dead 


Men, which cannot hear us ; and for Dead 
Men, which are paſt help. Of worſhip- 


ping Images, and expecting great good from | 


them ; concerning which, what David ſays, 
is the Verdict of meer natural Reaſon; They 
that make them, are like unto them ; and ſo are all 
they that put their truſt in them. As very Stocks 
and Stones as what they worſhip. 


of 
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Of Tranſubſtantiation: ; | where Men 
muſt renounce all their five Senſes at once, 
and where Abſurdities, Repugnancies, and 
utter Impoſitbilities lie upon heaps. A Do- 
Arine that lies ſo croſs to a Man's Under- 
ſtanding, as if ic were framed in ſpight to 
our realonable Faculties. But lo much the 
better ; for now we are able to demonſtrate 
the falſhood and impoſlibilicy of ic ; and if 
it had not been ſo very abſurd, it had been the 
harder to confute. But now, that ir is ſo 
point-blank contrary to the molt evident 
and certain Truths we have, either in the 
Mathemaricks, or in Philolophy, we are 
able to bring this Controverly to a ſhort and 
ſpeedy iſſue. ' Forif Tranlubſtantiation be 
true, it has the good luck to be the only 
Truth in the World, and there is never ano- 
ther beſide, 

And after all, The Doctrine of the Pope's 
Infallibility, keeps a very good decorum with 
the reſt, For though he has, by his Autho- 
rity, ſpread thele falſe and ablurd Doftrines 
over a great part of the World, and though 
they ſeem to be very unreaſonable, yer they 


are really true, becauſe he that delivers 
C. them, 
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them, is our-of a poſkibility of ering ; He 


alone cannot err, and all others, without 
fome of his affiftance, cannot but exr. But 
it is very hard to believe, that one ſingle 
Man in the World is more than a Man, and 


that all chereſt are leſs than Men. Thar if 


he place himſelf in his Chair, he cannot err 


if he would , and that others lie under as 


fatal a neceſſity of erring, if they be left to. 


themſelves, without his guidance and di- 
reftion. Anditis ſtill the harder to believe 
it, becauſe theſe Oracles have been found 


contradicting each other. So that beſides. 


their Infallibilicy, they muſt have anocher 
privilege beyond all other mortal Men, and 
that is, to contradifh. one another, and yet be 
bath in the right. 


Secondly Their Traditions and Dodtrines 
are contrary to- the Holy Scriptures. Their 
Prayers, in an unknown Tongue, are di- 
rely contrary to the 1 4th Chapter of the 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 'T heir Wor- 
ſhip of Images is ſo plain a breach of the 
Second Commandment, that themlelves ſce- 
ing how irreconcileable they are, and that 


they 
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they cannot both ſtand rogether, have wile- 
ly let flip that Commandment our af their 
Catechilms. And fo it were as ealy to {hew 
you concerning the reſt, "The Sacramental 
Elements arecalled Bread and Wie in Scrip- 
ture, even after Conlecration. Bur inſtead 
of particular Inſtances, the lofallibilicy, and 
ſole Prerogative of interpreting Scripture, 
4s that which undermines the whole Goſpel 
all at once. For it makes the Scripture but 
a Stale, and gives the Pope's Interpretations 
all the Authority, which of right belongs ro 
the Scripture. So that as Bellarmine lays, If 
the Pope call Vertue, Vice; or Vice, Ver- 
rue, he is to be believed and obeyed. And 
this indeed is a ſhort and compendious way, 
of making all the Commandments of God 
of noneeffect; for Men mult obſerve them 
no longer, than the Eiſhop of Rome thinks 
fir. And thus much for the firſt thing, which 
was, to ſhew how contrary the DoEtrines of 
the Romiſh Prieſts are both to Scripture and 
Reaſon ; and conſequently, that they have 
as much right to thac Title of blind Guides, 
or more, than ever the Scribes and Pharilees 


had. 
G9 The 
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they are attended by as blind and ignorant 
| Followers. And this is notorious to- the 
| World; for Ignorance is induſtriouſly che- 

F riſh'd among the common People, to make 
3 them the better Catholicks; according to 
| that Proverb, which has been a long time 
| eurrant among them, that Ignorance us the 
Mother of Devotion. There is. a kind of 
Contract of Error made betwixt them ; The 
Clergy are loth to have the People examine 
Things ; and the People, on the other ſ1de, 
are as ready to take Things upon. truſt, that 
they may not be at the pains of examining : 
And ſo they have right the-Nuncio's Bleſſing, 
$+ Populus vult decipt, decipiatur, If the Peo- 
ple are willing; to be deceived, let them, | 
Nay, they have enſlaved themſelves to | 
ſuch Principles, as will for ever keep them 
low and ignorant, and which cut off all 
enquiry after Truth. For they are made to 
believe, that it is a, mortal Sin to doubt of 
any part of their Refigion : And then ir is 
another mortal Sin, not: co confeſs. this to 
the Prieſt ; who queſtionleſs will cake care 
tO: 


| The ſecond Fhing is toſhew-you, That 
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to keep. them from ſtaggering, and efety- 
ally —_ their 0005S nk the 
Church. | 

The Holy Scripture, which is the beſt 
means. of in{truing them better, is either 
lock'd up from them in an unknown: 
Tongue, or at leaſt the free ule of it is de- 
nied trocthem. And yet they take this Injury 
{o patiently, that moſt of them are really 
and heartily perſwaded that it is for their 
00d, and.thar they are thereby the farther 
removed from-all danger of falling into He- 
rel . \ 
They content theraſelves with that ſhort 
Creed, To believe as che Church believes ; 
with an implicit Faith, that is, with-a Belief 
in another's keeping. Or as Cardinal Per- ,, j;, 7.4... 
rone explains the thing, It is to believe with ter ro Ca- 
the Faith of the Church, or adhere to the [920% 
Church which believes ſuch things: By the : 
Faith of. which Church, ſays he, they live, 
as long as they continue in its Communion, 
as Children live by the Nouriſhment of the 
Mother, all the while they are in her Womb. 
Which is the fitteſt reſemblance in Nature. 


that can be found out for them. 


By. 
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De Sacram. 
Euchariſtie. 
Sect.25. 


' By virtue of this Faith, all che Embrioes 
of that Religion'do believe, that all thefe 
abſurd Do&rines are contained in Scri k 
Nay that Tranſubſtantiation it felf is inthe Apo- 
Mes Creed: For the Trent Catechiſm lays 
expreſly, That it is not Jawful for any of 
the Faithful co doubt, but it is comprehended 
in theſe two Articles; f believe 119 G99 
the Father Almighty, and J believe 
in the HÞ9ly Catholick Church. The 
Father Almighty is able to effect and 
b:ing it to paſs, and the Holy Ca- 
tholick Church tells ns, he does ef- 


fect and b2ing it to paſs : and there ir 


is. Now if this be not blind Belief, I would 
fain know what is. L 

III. The third thing I propounded was, 
to ſhew you the Danger of both Parties en- 
gaged in this ſenſleſs courſe ; Tf the Blind lead 
the Blind, they fhall both fall into the Ditch, 
And I ſhall chuſe this way to do it. 


Firſt, By laying open before you. what a 
great Fault itis in the Prieſts. 


Secondly, 


a * 
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| Secondly, In-the People. And then your 
ſelves may eafily judg of. the Dan- 
ger. 


Firſt, What a great Fault it is in the 
Prieſts. 

And that ( 1. ) in. advancing Dodtrines 
contrary to Realon and common. Senle ; 
whereby they go about, as much as in 
them lies, to excinguiſh- that great Light 
which God has let up to- enlighten every 
Man that comes into the World. Reaſon is 
the only thing we haveto truſt ro, in the laft 
flue and reſult of things. And our very 
beliet of Divine Revelations, mult finally. 
be reſolved into ic: Or elle we {hall very 
ill comply with St, Peter's Advice, to be rea- 
dy to render a Reaſon of the hope that is in-us. 
[c is that which lays in us the Foundation of 
all Religion, I mean, a true Notion of 
God ; Ir teaches us due apprehenſions of 
him,and to conceive rightly concerning him.. 
[c inſtructs us, that we received our Being, 
and all our Faculties from him, that we can- 
not be deceived by. them, in thoſe things 


which we cvidently and diftinaly perceive ; 


andi 
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and that to think . otherwile,.-would be to 
reflect upon God. ' Nay, it reaches us, that 
Omnipotence it ſelf cannot make a clear 
Conception to be falſe: Ir can indeed 
make | onr"erel out of nothing, but it can- 
not make lomething to be nothing. 

Theſe, and {uch-like Principles of Rea- 
ſon, are the Rock upon which all Religion 
ſtands; and if any Man will go wiſely and 
orderly to Work, he mult be ſaished in 
chelerthings, before he can think of Revela- 
tion. As for our Reaſonable Faculties, we 
know whence we had them, and are aſſured 
that God has {poken to us by them: Burt as 
for any Revelation, we know not whence 
it is, till we have tried and examined it. 
Till we ſee how it agrees with our natural 
Notices of God, till we find that it is wor- 
thy of God, and becoming his Holineſs, 
Wiſdom, Goodnels, and Truth : for then 
it bears God's Mark and Superlſcription up- 
on it, and carries along with it one great 
Evidence, that it came forth from God. 
When a revealed Religion, and the Rea- 
fon of Mankind, do perte&tly correſpond, 
and bear Witneſs to one another, it is a fign 
they 
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chey both proceed from. one Author, - and 
were both. given us by the lame Hand, 1f 
a-Dottrine,” which pretends. to come from 
God, :doesteach us over again the firſt Prin- 
ciples of our Creation, and the Eternal Laws 
ot: Heaven 4hd' Each;,c and nothing ar all 


contrary to-them, who can reaſonably doubc 


but this is the very Mind and Will of him 
who made the World? 

However, this is. an undeniable Conſe- 
quence on the other hand ; it any pretended 
Revelation contain in it things contrary to 
Reaſon, ſuch as we are able to prove falle, it 
cannot come from God, it is immediatly 
convicted of Fraud and Impolture. For 
whatſoever is falle in Philoſophy, can never 
be true in Divinity, If natural and ſuper- 
natural Truths could be ſuppoſed to croſs 
one another, we {hould be bound to Con- 
traditions and Impoſſibilities, we ſhould be 
engaged at once to believe and disbelieve 
the ſame things;and in the lelt-lame inſtance, 
to at both as realonable, and unreaſonable 
Creatures. . 

Therefore when Men firſt teach what is 
contrary to Reaſon, and then vilify and diſ- 

parage 


—— 
—  ——— —_ —__ws — 
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parage it, as that which ſavours-not the things 
which be of -God, as that which is pur-blind, 
and ſces lirde or nothing in Matters of Re- 
ligion, as that which is ſtark blmd, and lees 
nothing at all ; What do they, but under- 
mine the Foundations of. all Religion, and. 
eclipſe that common- Light which diſcovers. 
God to the World, and that bright Star 
which leads all Wiſe Men to- Chriſt; and, 
in a word, takethe ready way, not to leave: 
a Chriſtian, or a teafonable Man, in the 
World >- 
2. k is kkewile a. great Fault, to-teach. 
 DoGtrines. contrary to the Holy Scripture. 
Dor it is to umteach the People what God has. 
_ them; Ir is to ſer them free from. 
thoſe Obligations which God has laid upon. 
them, and to-make them the Servants of 
Men :. It is the preſumptuous entitling of: 
God to: their own Errors and Falſhoods, and 
ſaying, the Lord bath ſpoken it ; when he ne- 
ver ſaid it, neither did it ever come into his. 
mind. 

Ic is an- unſpeakable Injury to our Bleſſed: 
Saviour, to miſrepreſent his Holy Goſpel, 
and to make him. be thought the Author of 

an: 


EE ———— —_—________________% 
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atzabſurd, and ſenfleſs, and loofe, and cruel 
Religion, Ic is enongh to alienate the minds 
of thoſe, who only know Popery, and the 
dark ſide of our Religion, from Chriftiani- 
ty ir felf; and romake thera take up the' Re- 
ſolution of Averroes, Quandoquidem Chriſtiani 
adorant quod comedunt, fit anima mea cum Philo- 
ſophis. As long as the Chriſtians worſhip 
what they eat, ler my Soul be with! the Pht- 
lolophers. 

It deceives Men in Matters of the greateſt 
Conſequence, in the weighty Concerns of 
their Soul, and of Eternity; wherein, of 
all other things, it is the moſt horrid and 
barbarous to impoſe upon them. In a 
word, Ir is the ſhrewdeſt ill turn, under pre- 
rence of the greateſt Charity ; it is deſtroy- 
ing Men, in the way of making them hap- 
py ; itis poiſoning the Sacrament, and ir is 
the Blood of Souls. 

And the badneſs of this praftice will fur- 
ther appear, by conſidering the Motives 
which draw Men to it. And in ſome Points 
of Popery, it is viſible that it is Covetouſneſs, 
making merchandiſe of Souls for filthy Lacre 


ſake. And indeed, no Gain can be fo foul 
D 2 and 
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and diſhoneſt, as that for which: Mer ſell 


Truth ; / and the ' everlaſting Intereſts" of 


Men. x fur 
In other Points, the Motive is Reputation-; 
which is ſo plain in the Do&rine of Fran- 
fubſantiation, that. one of their own Wri- 
ters, cannot forbear enlarging upon the 
—. Honour which it derives upon the 
Dial.1i, Clergy, by giving them: ſuch a'Privitege, as 
Seft. 4. E if all the learned Clerks, that ever lived fence the 


che Prieſt has beginning of the World, ſhould have ſtudied to 
Reef being Faiſe, advance, and magnify ſome one State of 


he Father of , 1 YOu 120 
Ci whom //1en t0 the big beſt pitch of Reverence and Fimi- 
he has begot- yency, they conid- never (without - ſpecial Light 


ten in the Sa- . 

crament. See from- Heaven) bave thought of any thing compa- 
wm ochey rable "to this, That is, they can make their 
R/4/p07799, '® Maker :. Sacerdos eſt Creator-ſui Creatoris, 

Explic. Decal. | | $ ; 

Po 1354» | | | 
The- Sweets of Government, and the 


extream and accurled Pleaſure of having a 
Spiritual Dominion, atid reigning over the 
Minds and: Belief of Men, ſeems to be the 
Original: of other Points, as namely, Infal- 
libility and-Confeſſion. 

It is much to be feared; that Ambition, 
Secular Profit and Advantages, that the 


God 


—_ mY 
-— 


= S 
PF Wwe. 


">* nz aka 


* 


b — 


at Guildhall-Chappel, 


{Zi 


Gedof this World has blindedtbtir Eyegio-thele, 
and many: other Particulars. 1-1 | ——_—_ 
plead Colrhcils,' and Fathers, 49d uriintes; 
rupted Tradition, in behalt- of theit' Do- 
Erines : but with! ſo' little probability, . that 
it ray. put"ls in- mind-of- what Polybruy lays 
concerning the declaring ok:;War ; That one 
Rezlon is given out, bur-generally-chac which 
is. concealed is;the true Realon. . 

. However, we are {ye that: if ſuch world: 
ly Conliderations do. not, blind,their Eyes 
and byaſs their Underftandings ; Yet -want 
of con(1dering and examining-[things freely 
and. imparvially, is a Fault, of which they 
will never be able xo-acquic themſelves. And 
that's Crime enough for a Man: to- bury his 
Reaſon alive, and-bide his Talent in a Nap 
kin, becauſe he will nor. be at the. pains of 
improving it.. It is an unpardonable' ſlight- 
ing of Heaven, and of the right way thi. 
ther ; as if they wgre not worthy of theis 
enquiry. after them, - and is ſufficient to. de- 
ftroy, both themlelves and them. that hear 
them, Whoare likewile, 


Secondly, 


— — 


—  ———— 


22 - A Sermon pzeach'd 
_ Secondly, ln:great er, if we conſe 
.der _— Pale in ther, t& fot- 
low-their-blind Guides wich a blind Beticf 
and Obedience, © = SIG 4 
[1.11 Dearines which are contrary ts 
Reaſon and common Senſe. This mult be 
che worſe, : becanle a Man cannot do # with- 
out ſome reludtancy, and without offering 
violence to his own mind. We are apt ts 
have very. uncomterable thoughts ot the 
Heathen World, asfitting in Darkneſs, and 
in the ſhadow of Death ; bur Men that 
yield up their Belief to the DiRates of 0- 
thers, betray themſelves into a worſe con- 
dition ; they expole themſelves to greater 
Errors than ever the Heathens were guilty of , 
of which the ſingle Doctrine of Tranſub- 
Rantiation will ſerve for a thouſand Inſtan- 
ces : And notonly ſo, but they put it our 
of their power ever to correct their Errors, 
and lie wholly at the mergy of another. 
FMahomet requires no more tharr this tra- 
fable Prificiple, to keep Men Turks and 
cood Muſlel-men, for this will for ever re- 
concile them to all the abſurd and blood 
Do&tines of the Alcoran. In the 32 4zoara 
of 


Wn — 
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ef 'which Book, he cautions his' Followers. 


not to-enter into. .Debate:abour their Religi- 
on, nor to:argue'forir ; but! if anyone of- 
fer to diſpute yyricth them, to ſay, That God 
Hholl difcu}s dll:Controverfees in the Dayof Judg- 
ment: - mhich if 1s as- eaſy for bun 
it tay written before him* m'a-Book, ſeeing 
all things are bis. And in another place he 
lays, That ns Body underſtands the | Alcoran, but 
God alorie.; "but they. that -bave the depth of Wiſ- 
dom, [ayrofi it, We believe it, for all of it comes. 
from our 'g00d God, And it they be true to: 


thele Principles, it is utterly impoſlible to: 


bring Men over from that ſenfle(s and bar- 
barous Religion, or ever to put them out of 
conceit with it. 

And beſides, this temper not -only ex- 
poles Men to the beliet-of the greateſt. 
Cheats and Impoſtures in Religion, burlike- 
wiſe is a folly, which admits of. no manner of: 
defence or excule. Why did God give e- 


very.'Man a Conſcience of hisown, if he 


were to be guided and direfted by another 


Man's Conlcience, and not his own ?: It is. 


the Birth-right of Mankind to be -govern'd: 
by their own Reaſon in. their ſenſe of Reli 


gion,, 


him' to do, as if 
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gion,..and-as toctheir inwaid-belief.;'-bur 
thele Men part with-it -upon-cheapertearms, 
than prophane E/au lold-his, 'and- _y re- 
nounce it ar 2 Prieſt's bidding. _ .-:: 

Where ſhovild: Mele. cheiriRoaſon and 
Linderſianding moſ?\;bat m Matters of the 
reateſt' Moment ?:-and-ftich without: con- 
troverly Religion'is..., Did..God'endow us 
withthele Diviae: Faculties, only. co mea- 
ſure Lines and \Angles, 'or to learn Trades, 
or todrive Bargains? We may as well ay, 
that he created the Sun toſave Candle. No, 
he beſtowed them upon us for nobler and 
higher Purpoles ; that we might know Him 
and know our ſelves, what Relation we 
have to him, and what Service we owe 
him ; that we might diſtinguiſh betwixt 
True and Falſe, Right and Wrong, and 
might be able to' think and a& as becomes 
realonable Creatures. ' And thole that com- 
mit thele precious Talents to another's keep- 
ing, arelike to give Hut a very ill a account of 

them; . +; 

; 2. : In Doctrines which are contrar 

ta. the Holy Scripture.” Here the People 
may more eaſily be abuſed than before, and 
be 
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be miſled without being aware of it : be- 
cauſe the Inſtitutions of Revealed Religion 
are not fo well known, nor fo obvious to 
Men, - as the Dicates of Nature. Bur the 
Prieſts very forbidding the People to read 
the Scripture, gives them a juft ſuſpicion 
that they are abuſed, and would make any 
conſiderate Man the more eager to examine 
whether the things they teach be fo or no. 
For which the generous Bereans are com- 
mended in Scripture, who would not take 
the Apoſtle's bare word, bnt ſearch'd the 
Scriptures themſelves. | 

It any Doctrine decline Trial, it is a 

great Argument againft it , for Truth loſes 
nothing by being brought to the Teſt, If 
any Religion betoo good to be examined, it 
i5 t00 bad to be believed. 
| Men would not be thus tamely cheated 
in Worldly Matters ; they will not buy, or 
bargain, art this blind rate: and therefore 
ic is a ſign that they leſs cate what becomes 
of their Sonls, than of their Mony and 
Eſtates. 


E So 
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So that in the laſt place, this Temper re- 
ſolves it (elf into a great indifferency and 
unconcernednels about Religion, which 
ought to be our firſt and chief care. It pro- 
ceeds from a brutiſh degeneracy of mind, 
which makes Mea content to be like the 
Horſe and Mule, which have no underſtand- 
ing. Ithas init all the bad Ingredients of 
Sloth and Rn; of Folly, and Cre- 
dulity, and Irreligion. AndI am ſure there 
can - no ſafety in ſuch a ſtate of mind ; 
for it is far from Truth, and far from | 
God. | 


We may take occaſion, from what has 
been ſaid, to thank God that it is otherwiſe 
with us. For who has made the difference 2 
This was the Caſe of our Forefathers, in 
the dark and long Night of Popery. Bleſſed 


be God that it 1s not ours. 


2. Let us ſtand faſt in that Liberty 
wherewith God has made us free, and never 
ſuffer our Souls to be brought into Bon- 
dage to any Man, whatever becomes of our 
Bodies, 


3- Let 
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3. Let us heartily pitty, and as we are 
able, ſeek the recovery of thole that are in 
this bad condition. 


4. Let us takea ſpecial care to live up to 
that Knowledg which God has given us : 
otherwiſe we have bur little reaſon to pity 
them, they are in a better condition than we. 
Let us think often of thoſe words of our Sa- 
viour, St. John 9. the laſt Verſe, Jeſus ſaid 
unto them, If ye were blind, ye ſhould have no 
Sin, that is, none in compariſon ; your Sin 


would be the leſs : But now ye ſay, we ſee, 
therefore your Sin remaineth, and will be the - 


harder to wipe out. 


Theſe things require more enlargement 
than the time will bear, I ſhall therefore 
leavethem, as they are, to your own Con-. 
fideration, 


FIN IS. 


